
The Resurrection of Jesus
1 Corinthians 15:3-8,35-38,42,44-45,50,53 (written around 55CE):  

I handed on to you as of first importance what I in turn had received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the scriptures, and that he was buried, and 
that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the scriptures, and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. Then he appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers and sisters at one time, most of whom are still alive, though 
some have died. Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. Last of all, 
as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me.  

But someone will ask, “How are the dead raised? With what kind of body do they 
come?” Fool! What you sow does not come to life unless it dies. And as for what 
you sow, you do not sow the body that is to be, but a bare seed, perhaps of wheat 
or of some other grain. But God gives it a body as he has chosen, and to each 
kind of seed its own body. So it is with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown 
is perishable, what is raised is imperishable. It is sown a physical body, it is raised 
a spiritual body. Thus it is written, ‘the first man, Adam, became of living being’; 
the last Adam became a life-giving spirit. What I am saying, brothers and sisters, 
is this: flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor does the perishable 
inherit the imperishable. For this perishable body must put on imperishability, and 
this mortal body must put on immortality.



For the record, let me point out that I believe that, after 
his execution, Jesus was really encountered as Paul 
reports (which is the earliest account we have), and 
even more, that he really shares in God’s life and is 
capable of “inhabiting” our lives in such a way that we 
too can share in God’s life in a new and healing way. 
For me, that is the very heart of resurrection faith. The 
rest is up for grabs. In any case, regardless of the 
contrasting details, I think these accounts are all about 
something that really happened, not a hoax or just a 
warm, fuzzy memory of Jesus. But we shouldn’t gloss 
over the contrasts (dare I say contradictions?). 



Here in the following slides are some notable details 
about the testimonies to Jesus’ resurrection. They’re 
grouped around questions that bring out contrasts that 
should not be glossed over. Only one of these (which 
accounts came first?) requires taking the word of 
“experts.” The rest of the details are based simply on 
looking at the texts that we all have, though even here 
there’s room for dispute about what’s there to see. I’ve 
heard devout Christians ask, “Why would a Christian 
scholar go looking for ‘contradictions’ or discrepancies in 
the Bible?” But the answer is that we don’t go looking for 
them, because they’re right there for anybody to see. And 
we’re supposed to tell the truth, not engage in cover-ups 
or pretend to have a book that’s very different from what it 
appears to be. Why would a Christian not face questions 
like these with honesty, not defensiveness? 



What are the main accounts of 
Jesus’ resurrection?

Paul (especially 1 Corinthians 15—most 
scholars consider this the earliest account) 
Mark 16 
Matthew 28 
Luke 24 
John 20-21



Was there an empty tomb?

Paul: no mention (but 3rd day mentioned) 
Mark: yes 
Matthew: yes 
Luke: yes 
John: yes



How many women discovered the 
empty tomb? 

Mark: 3 
Matthew: 2 
Luke: 4 or more 
John: 1 



Who did Mary Magdalene (etc.?) find 
in the tomb? 

Mark: one man 
Matthew: one angel 
Luke: two men (v. 4) or a vision of angels 
(v. 23) 
John: two angels 



Who first saw the risen Jesus? 

Paul: Peter (“Cephas”) 
Mark: no appearances, only promises 
(Peter mentioned) 
Matthew: Mary Magdalene and the other 
Mary 
Luke: two people on the road to Emmaus, 
possibly Peter, but no women 
John: Mary Magdalene



Where did Jesus appear?

Mark: not reported (promised in Galilee) 
Matthew: Jerusalem (women only), Galilee 
(disciples) 
Luke: Jerusalem and vicinity only (told not 
to leave the city) 
John: Jerusalem, Galilee 



Did Jesus appear to the women?

Mark: no 
Matthew: yes 
Luke: no 
John: Mary Magdalene only



What kind of body did Jesus have?

Paul: spiritual body only, not flesh and blood 
Mark: not mentioned 
Matthew: tangible but doubtable 
Luke: seemingly physical (never touched) but 
doubtable, evanescent, sometimes 
unrecognizable 
John: seemingly physical (never touched?) but 
doubtable, evanescent, sometimes 
unrecognizable



When did Jesus ascend?

Paul: does not distinguish sharply between 
resurrection/ascension/exaltation/etc. 
Mark: no ascension reported or promised 
Matthew: no ascension reported or 
promised 
Luke: first Easter Sunday 
John: no ascension reported, but 
mentioned 
Acts: 40 days later



When did Jesus’ followers receive 
the Holy Spirit?

John: first Easter Sunday 
Acts: Pentecost 


